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· Explain why organized youth sports emerged in the 20th Century and how social changes related to family and childhood have influenced the growth of organized youth sports in the United States since 1950. 

· Identify the sponsors of organized youth sports today and explain why children's sport experiences may vary depending on who sponsors their sport programs. 

· Explain how the trend toward privatization in youth sports affects youth sport experiences. 

· Define what is meant by the performance ethic, and explain why it has become especially important in private and elite youth sport training programs. 

· Explain why parents today take youth sports so seriously. 

· Explain why alternative sports have become increasingly popular among many young people today. 

· Identify the major differences between formally organized, adult controlled youth sports and informally organized, player controlled sports. 

· Identify the different socialization outcomes associated with formally organized, adult controlled youth sports and informally organized, player controlled sports. 

· Explain when children are developmentally ready to play organized, competitive sports. 

· Identify important sociological issues associated with family dynamics and why youth sports have become so important to many parents today. 

· Explain how social factors related to gender, race and ethnicity, and (dis)abilities influence youth sport experiences. 

· Identify major recommendations for changing informal games, alternative sports, and organized sports, including high performance sports for children. 

· Explain the major advantages and possible problems with coaching education programs as sources for positive changes in youth sport programs.

