KIN 385



Name:_________________________
Chapters 4 and 5
Video Critique #1 (10 pts.)


The videos for this assignment are available in Room 215 of Steely Library.

This assignment deals with socialization and youth sports. What we want to conduct is to relate the content in chapters 4 and 5 to your personal experience as well as the experiences of the young athletes that will be highlighted in the following two videos: Is Winning Everything and Playing to Extremes. The first video appeared in 1980 and the second video depicts youth sport programs in 2010. Although there are some similarities between the experiences of kids in 1980 and 2010, there are differences in terms of the institutionalized nature that sport has encountered during the 30 year period, 1980 to 2010. Child and youth sport programs have significant implications to physical, psychological, and social development.
In addition to the videos and readings in chapters four and five, we are going to explore some research dealing with youth sport. I sent to each of you a copy of the readings entitled Research in Youth Sports: Critical Issues Status.  Answer the Questions to the reading. There are 13 questions that you will need to submit along with your critique.

Instructions: Use this handout as a work sheet as you review the videos. Your final submission of this assignment is to be typed. Make a copy of the assignment from the course web site and type in the answers to the questions. Your response should not exceed one paragraph. In addition, submit answers to the 13 questions for the reading available at the Michigan State University Institute for the Study of Youth Sport (don’t freak out, all questions deal with listing findings in several research studies). The answers to the 13 questions can be handwritten.
Let us begin with a personal encounter with socialization into sport and socialization via sport.

1. Define socialization:

2. Identify agents and agencies that influenced your socialization into sport (reflect on informal as well as organized levels of sport):

3. What was your outcome of sport involvement, i.e., did the sport experience meet your expectations:
View the video entitled Is Winning Everything? The video is an award winning film that appeared in 1980. This video takes into account the experiences of youth in two different types of sport experiences: pee wee football and developmental baseball.
1. Provide an example illustrating dysfunctions (negative consequences) leading to physical, psychological, and social development of the young athletes in the video.
2. How many youngsters were motivated to try to make the pee wee football team? What happened to the participation rates as the season progressed?

3. Are there any similarities in this video that relate to your personal experience in youth sport?

View the video entitled Playing to Extremes

American kids and sport:  a combination as old as America itself. Children's sports have always been associated with a healthy lifestyle and learning the skills necessary to get along and become team players, and how to win and lose. But an alarming trend is surfacing in children's and teens' sports. Organized sports have reached a level of intensity and competitiveness that leave little room for playing for fun and love of the game. Investigative Reports takes a look at the fierce level of play and the young athletes whose lives revolve around their performances. 

The film highlights organized, competitive, adult controlled youth sports in terms of how they are organized and in terms of the experiences of selected participants in highly competitive programs. It illustrates the impact of youth sport participation on family life, relationships with parents, identity, time, and peer relations. It stresses the number of hours that children devote to youth sports, the extent to which these sports are adult controlled, and the fact that participation demands specialization and year round commitments. (I wonder if there should not be child labor laws to protect children from parents and coaches who may be motivated by financial returns associated with the performances of children). The film suggests that youth sports have changed in recent years: today the stakes are higher than ever before in the minds of parents and players, and expectations are higher

OBJECTIVES: Students will explore the pressures and consequences of fierce competitive sports. They will examine the tolls extreme levels of play take on growing bodies, as well as the psychological effects. They will also examine the roll of parents in children's competitions. Discussion Questions 

1. Many parents push their children to excel in athletics. Why do some parents push their children so hard to be outstanding athletes? 

2. Many young athletes play on travel teams. What is a travel team? How are travel teams different than other teams? 

3. Discuss the physical toll playing to extremes can take on growing bodies. 

4. There has been a change in parental attitudes towards children's sports in the past five years. What is this change? Why do you think this change has occurred? What are the consequences of this change? 

5. What does it mean when someone lives vicariously? How do parents sometimes live vicariously through their children? 

6. Discuss the role of promised financial rewards, scholarships and gold medals in children's sports. 

7. Playing to extremes can cost a young athlete his or her health. But there are financial costs as well. What are some of the financial costs of intense competition? 
8. Young skater Lindsey Ehrlich quit skating after years of excelling in competitions. Why did Lindsey quit? How did her mother react? 

