KIN 385
Video Critique Number Two (Football High) – 10 points

High school football has never had a higher profile, with nationally televised games, corporate sponsorships, and minute-by-minute coverage on sports websites. In northwest Arkansas, FRONTLINE examines one ambitious high school team working its way towards national renown. With a superstar quarterback at the helm, tiny Shiloh Christian is striving to join the ranks of the country’s best high school teams—teams whose workout schedules, practices, and styles of play increasingly imitate the pros. But as high school players grow bigger, faster, and stronger, there are growing concerns about the health and safety of these young players, with rising rates of concussions and death from heat stroke.
Please visit the following website for information pertaining to this assignment:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/football-high/
I will review the website in class and have a brief introduction to the video.

The following questions deal with some of the facts dealing with the consequences of the ramping up of the intensity of high school football. The assignment is due on March 17. Your responses to the questions need to be typed (all pages stapled together).
Many of the factors associated with the ramping up of high school football have been due to the social institutions that we are discussing in class: mass media, education, religion. 

1. What social institution has been responsible for elevating high school football from a local passion to a national phenomenon? Briefly explain the role of ESPN regarding this influence.

2. What has been the influence of economic forces on promoting high school football?

3. Where is Shiloh High School located? How many students attend this high school?

4. What is the religious affiliation associated with Shiloh?

5. How many concussions are reported annually in high school football? What is a concussion?

6. How many boys participate in high school football?

7. What is CTE disease and how is it related to high school football?

8. What has happened on the size, strength, and speed of high school football players? Provide an example from the players at Euless Trinity High School in Texas: how many players does the football program include? How many are on the active roster? How many of the players are over 250 pounds?

9. Where was the game between Euless Trinity and Shiloh Christian played? What was the result? Do you think Euless could play against college football programs?

10. What percentage of Arkansas High School has athletic trainers?

11. Does high school football have any national agency to enforce safety policy. Does the NFL?

Read the interview with Gregg Easterbrook and answer the following:

1. What is contributing to the increase intensity of the culture of high school football? Identify two factors contributing to this ramping up.

