In the early 1940s Charles K. McNeil, former math teacher in a Connecticut prep school, opened a book making operation in Chicago. Looking for a way to attract customers and make gambling more interesting, he introduced a revolutionary form of betting which he called “wholesaling odds.”. . .McNeil rated each team and then estimated how many points the favored team would win by. Gamblers bet. . .not on the odds but on the point spread. . .An ex-bookie noted, “The point spread was the greatest discovery since the zipper.” (Quoted in Randy Roberts and James S. Olson, Winning is the Only Thing: Sports in America Since 1945. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989, p. 81. As cited by Al Figone, “The College Basketball Scandals of the 1940’s and the Media: A Conspiracy of Silence”, paper presented at the annual North American Society for Sport History conference, May 29, 2000.
1. Provide examples of community identity with the CCNY basketball team in 1950.

2. In what way was the scandal antithetical to the mission of higher education?

3. What emerged in college athletics that caused the scandal to occur in 1950?

