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· After reading this chapter, you should be able to do the following: 

· Define socialization and explain how socialization is approached by those using different theories to guide them. 

· Use research examples to explain how people become involved and stay involved in sports. 

· Use research examples to explain how people change or drop out of sport participation. 

· Explain the ways that a person's identity is connected with sport participation. 

· Identify problems associated with ending a competitive sport career, and the conditions under which such problems are most likely to occur. 

· Explain why sport participation does not have the same socialization effects for everyone who plays sports. 

· Identify the conditions under which sport participation is most likely or least likely to have positive socialization effects on those who play sports. 

· Identify the major differences between pleasure and participation sports and power and performance sports, and explain why it is important to know about these differences when studying sports and socialization. 

· Use research examples to explain why we must understand the social context in which sport participation occurs if we wish to explain how participation affects people's lives. 

· Define the concept social world, and use research examples to explain how athletes define and make decisions about sports in their lives. 

· Identify the connections between sports, socialization, and ideology. 

· Explain why sports are important to study if we want to learn about socialization as a community and cultural process. 

· Identify issues that research on socialization has not helped us understand when we study sports as social phenomena.

