The history of higher education cannot be chronicled without an inspection of the role of athletics. Nearly every important institution in America had at one time emphasized big time athletics. Big time intercollegiate athletics on American campuses emerged well before television and the radio. Many years prior to  the establishment of the NCAA in 1905, intercollegiate athletics had all the elements that destined athletics to be big time: professional coaches, scholarship athletes, concrete stadiums, and the fanaticism that accompanies collegiate athletics. The emergence of intercollegiate athletics and the significance to American higher education identity is presented by a leading professional sport historian, Ronald A. Smith, in his excellent historical scholarship entitled Sports and Freedom: The Rise of Big-Time College Athletics (New York: Oxford University Press): “As colleges multiplied in the nineteenth century, there was a need for institutional visibility to attract both students and a supportive public. Winning in athletics gave that visibility in a physical form. The physical nature of the individual and of American society appeared to be a desired quality in the age of Darwin. It was also important for the image of America as a world power. Athletic victories gave an image of virility to institutions of higher learning—something evidently needed to garner public and private support in the later years of the nineteenth and into the twentieth century” (p. viii).
My area of academic preparation and scholarly activity deals with the socio-cultural study of sport. The major focus of my research interest combines the study of sport from historical and sociological perspectives. The adoption of Thirteen Women Strong for the Book Connection Program provides an excellent opportunity for students to be guided to the many ways that sport pervade our society. Indeed, sport is pervasive in American society as it relates to other institutions such as education, mass media, religion, politics, family, the arts, and economics. There are many ways to relate the content of the book to a variety of disciplines, the study of sport has numerous cross discipline scholarly organizations, see http://www.ucalgary.ca/lib-old/ssportsite/assoc.html. It is difficult to find a discipline that has no application to the study of sport. The study of sport encounters opportunities to think historically, sociologically, statistically, scientifically, philosophically, etc. For example there are associations dealing with sport history, sport sociology, sport psychology, sport literature, sport and popular culture, sport and mass media, management, sport philosophy, and sport science (exercise physiology, biomechanics, motor learning, and athletic training).
In understanding the development of women’s athletics one needs to understand that women in sport acted within the context of sport, i.e., they were part of sport not apart. At times we treat women’s sport as a separate topic without the contextual contrasting of women to the overall development of sport. Specifically, women’s basketball played a significant role in the overall development of basketball. Various theoretical perspectives such as critical theory, feminist theory, and interactionist theory provide a more enlightening experience of the intricacies that emerged as sport developed. 

There are many questions and student learning activities that can be generated from reading Thirteen Women Strong, for example:
How has socio cultural forces generated gender ideology, i.e., a web of ideas and beliefs about masculinity, femininity, and male-female relationships? 

Develop persuasive arguments for and against Title IX.

Conduct a content analysis of gender differences and mass media (print, visual, Internet).

What changes have occurred in the rules of women’s basketball?

What was the philosophical conflict between the AIAW and NCAA?

Resources:

1. See Title IX handout

2. Video, Playing Unfair: The Media Image of the Female Athlete Media Education 
Foundation, approximately 30 minutes. Excellent video on gender, sport and 
media.

3. Video, In the Game. This is a 1994 Frontline documentary of the Stanford University women’s championship basketball season.

4. Joan S. Hult, “The philosophical conflicts in men’s and women’s collegiate athletics”, in David K. Wiggins (ed.), Sport in America From Wicked Amusements to National Obsession, Champaign, Ill: Human Kinetics.

5. Wushanley, Ying (2004). Playing Nice and losing: The struggle for control of women’s intercollegiate athletics, 1960-2000. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press.

6. Hult, J.S. and Trekell, M. (1991). A century of women’s basketball: From frailty to final four. Reston, VA: AAHPERD Press.

WebSites:

http://womensbasketballonline.com/
http://www.womensbasketballmuseum.com/
Also see websites on Title IX handout.
